
Open Government Measures Taking Effect Sept. 1 
 
Texas Active Shooter System 
HB 103 by Rep. Brooks Landgraf, R-Odessa 
Develops a state "active shooter" alert system to warn the public. HB 103 requires state government to 
seek out broadcast station volunteers, among a host of other entities, to relay information about an 
active shooter. There is no requirement for use of the Emergency Alert System. This bill stems from an 
active shooter incident in the Odessa-Midland market in 2019. 
 
Home Address / Law Enforcement Personnel 
HB 368 by Rep. Carl Sherman, D-Lancaster 
Allows peace officers and prosecutors to use their business address in place of their home address on 
their driver licenses. The original bill also listed state legislators, but that class of individual was removed 
by a House floor amendment. 
 
Body Camera Video 
HB 929 by Rep. Carl Sherman, D-Lancaster 
Amends existing law concerning the operation of and recordings made by law enforcement worn body 
cameras. Provides that offices may stop recording if a crime victim expressed "a clear and unambiguous 
desire" to not be recorded. In the event of a recording is made, it can be shielded from release if the 
victim objects to it being released publicly. The same would apply to an individual who aids law 
enforcement. Additionally, it will prevent video from release if it depicts a child younger than 17 or was 
made on primary or secondary school grounds or inside a home when an officer entered without a 
warrant or consent. It also creates an offense if a law enforcement officer intentionally or knowingly 
deactivates their body cam (or orders it) if an investigation is ongoing. 
 
Special Purpose Districts 
HB 1154 by Rep. Jacey Jetton, R-Sugar Land 
Requires Special Purpose Districts to publish more information about the entity and its operations 
online. 
 
Proposed Rules / “Plain Language” 
HB 1322 by Rep. Matt Shaheen, R-Plano 
Requires state agencies to post on the agency website a brief explanation of a proposed rule including a 
"plain language" summary of what the rule does, in no more than 100 words. 
 
Credit Card Skimmer Investigations 
HB 2106 by Rep. Mary Ann Perez, D-Pasadena  
Current law allows the Texas Attorney General’s Office the discretion to release information concerning 
credit card skimmer investigations if it could further law enforcement efforts. This bill removes the AG 
from the picture and allows local law enforcement to release such information, which could result in 
local skimmer cases being known by the public more quickly.   
 
Crime Victim Confidentiality 
HB 2301 by Rep. Tan Parker, R-Flower Mound 
Amends the existing statute on the state’s crime victim confidentiality program that allows victims of 
certain crimes to change their names, and which shields home address information.  It was specifically 
filed to help victims of human trafficking. 



 
Transparency / Local Economic Development Agreement 
HB 2404 by Rep. Morgan Meyer, R-Dallas 
Requires the State Comptroller to compile an online public database of local economic development 
agreements, the Chapter 380 and 381 Agreement Database. 
 
Nondisclosure / Fine-Only Offense Records of Minors 
HB 2669 by Rep. Ryan Guillen, D-Rio Grande City 
This bill says fine-only misdemeanor offenses committed by minors cannot be disclosed to the public 
(except for traffic offenses). 
 
State Audit Transparency 
HB 2857 by Rep. John Frullo, R-Lubbock 
Under this bill, Information held by the State Comptroller that is related to an individual subject to state 
audit is considered public information, but may not be released to anyone, other than the taxpayer in 
question, any earlier than the 20th day after the date the comptroller mails the notice of intent to audit. 
 
Electronic Record Storage / Search Warrants 
HB 3363 by Rep. Sam Harless, R-Spring 
Under current law, law enforcement agencies can request electronic customer data from 
communications service providers to assist in locating fugitives, but several of these firms have recently 
started to deny or ignore requests for cell site location information. HB 3363 would provide law 
enforcement with the ability to court order location information from electronic devices used by those 
suspected of committing serious offenses, who are considered felony fugitives, and their attempts to 
avoid apprehension. Search warrants for such are valid for 60 days and may be sealed by a court for that 
duration. The warrant is required to be unsealed after the warrant expires. 
 
Texas Dept. of Motor Vehicles / Complaint Information  
HB 3514 by Rep. Terry Canales, D-Edinburg 
A general bill on the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles, it contains a new exception to disclosure for 
complaint investigation material until a final order is issued in a case. 
 
Municipal Chilled Water Programs 
HB 3615 by Rep. Phil King, R-Weatherford 
This bill increases government transparency by ensuring that information and records relating to a 
municipally owned utility's rate review process and the method for setting rates for retail electric service 
and a chilled water program is available to the public. Chilled water programs allow for commercial 
customers to cool buildings during hotter months as an alternative, non-electric, means of air 
conditioning.   
 
Security Breaches / Personal Information 
HB 3746 by Rep. Giovanni Capriglione, R-Southlake 
Requires businesses to notify the AG's office of security breaches that resulted in the exposure of 
personal information of 250 or more persons in the state. The AG must Internet post notice of these 
reported breaches within 30 days of receipt from the business. (See story in Broadcast Briefs) 
 
 



 
Texas Bicentennial Commission 
HB 4056 by Rep. Terry Meza, D-Irving 
Establishes a state committee to study the formation of a Texas Bicentennial Commission.  Meetings of 
same would be open to the public. 
 
Mobile Tracking Devices 
SB 112 by Sen. Royce West, D-Dallas 
A general bill on securing warrants to install mobile tracking devices, it includes a provision allowing the 
sealing of the search warrant for up to 60 days with the possibility of unlimited extensions. 
 
Drones / Military Installations 
SB 149 by Beverly Powell, D-Burleson 
Adds “military installations”, both federal and state, to the list of drones "no fly" zones. 
 
Child Care Facility Information 
SB 225 by Sen. Angela Paxton, R-McKinney  
This bill requires the Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) to provide a searchable database on 
its website of state licensed childcare facilities. A recent child death case exposed the fact that license and 
registration numbers are associated with the address of the facility, so if a caregiver moves to a different 
address and receives a new license, any past deficiencies or violations are unknown to the parent unless 
the caregiver chooses to provide all past license or registration numbers. SB 225 requires past violations 
and deficiencies remain associated with the individual caregiver.  
 
Open Meetings / Tax Reinvestment Zones 
SB 244 by Sen. Paul Bettencourt, R-Houston 
Under this bill, the board of directors of a reinvestment zone (created under Chapter 311, Tax Code) 
subject to the Texas Open Meetings Act. 
 
Transparency/ Condominium Unit Owners’ Associations 
SB 318 by Sen. Joan Huffman, R-Houston 
This bill requires certain property owners’ associations to make their financial records open and 
reasonably available for examination by a unit owner or their designee. 
 
Online Harassment 
SB 530 by Sen. Joan Huffman, R-Houston 
Adds to existing law on harassment, repeated comments made online or on social media platforms, that 
reasonably would cause emotional distress, abuse, or torment another person, unless the 
communication is made in connection with a matter of public concern as defined by the Texas anti-
SLAPP lawsuit law. 
 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
SB 634 by Sen. Lois Kolkhorst, R-Brenham 
This bill shields the identities of landowners who participate in a State Soil and Water Conservation 
Board program to manage or eradicate invasive species. The provision does not apply to individuals who 
receive state money under contract with the board to manage or eradicate invasive species. 



 
 
Public Health Disasters 
SB 969 by Sen. Lois Kolkhorst, R-Brenham 
Under SB 969, the Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC), must “timely make available” to the 
public on the department's Internet website, in an easy-to-read format, all available de-identified public 
health data regarding a public health disaster. 
 
Public Health Disasters 
SB 984 by Sen. Charles Schwertner, R-Georgetown 
This bill requires trauma service area regional advisory councils to collect and make public information 
related to public health disasters and communicable/infectious disease emergencies. The information 
cannot include specifics related to an individual patient. 
 
Election Results 
SB 1116 by Sen. Paul Bettencourt, R-Houston 
Under SB 1116, cities, counties, school districts would be required to Internet post their election results.  
 
Open Records / Law Enforcement Personnel 
SB 1134 by Sen. Bryan Hughes, R-Mineola 
Adds federal bankruptcy judges, U.S. Marshals, U.S. attorneys, or family members of the same or a state 
or federal judge, to the laundry list of judicially related individuals who may shield their address 
information in public records.   
 
Transparency / Health Care Pricing 
SB 1137 by Sen. Lois Kolkhorst, R-Brenham 
This bill requires hospitals to make publicly available a list of all standard charges for hospital items and 
services, as well as a consumer-friendly list of standard charges for a specific set of shoppable services. 
 
Open Meetings / Disasters 
SB 1343 by Sen. Larry Taylor, R-Friendswood 
Under SB 1343, county commissioners’ courts would be allowed to temporarily waive aspects of TOMA 
if the governor has issued a disaster or emergency declaration and transportation to a meeting location 
is dangerous or difficult. Telephonic meetings would be allowed for the sole purpose of deliberation, but 
no votes may be taken.    
 
 
 


